
 

  

   Number 71                               www.canalwatch.org                             July 2020 

The D&R Canal Watch 
P.O. Box 2 

Rocky Hill, New Jersey 08553 
 

908-240-0488 
 

www.canalwatch.org  
 

https://www.facebook.com/
dandrcanalwatch/ 

 
info@canalwatch.org 
ðððððððð 
Board of Trustees 
Linda Barth, president 

Barbara Ross, vice president 
Wayne Petko, secretary 
Tom Lederer, treasurer 

Robert Barth 
Roberta Batorsky 
Ted Chase 

George Dawson 
Carl Hemmingsen 
Ellen Kaplan 
Michael Kaplan 
Charles Martin 
Jeff McVey 
Marion Munk 
Ed Sproles 

Jean Bruno Stremlo 
Pamela VôCombe 

THE SPRING AND SUMMER OF 2020 
By Linda Barth 

 

     The spring and summer of 2020 have been like no other time in our memory. 
We empathize with the many residents who could not work, pay their bills, or       
buy groceries for their families. 
     Others were more fortunate and were able to use the time of the shutdown to  
do yard work or household projects and help children with online learning. 
     At our home, the Barths began looking through decades of photographs           
and slides. Many pictured Canal Society of New Jersey trips to the canals of the 
eastern United States, Canada, and Europe. Over the years, the trips to the UK, 
France, and the Netherlands were arranged by Bill McKelvey. North American 
bus and boat tours were planned by Bob and Linda Barth. Some of our photos 

were donated to other groups, many 
were kept, and the rest were tossed. 
     In 1986 the Canal Society chartered 
the Kawartha Voyageur to cruise the 
Trent-Severn Waterway in Ontario. 
ŶHere you see the vessel entering the 
Kirkfield Lift Lock.       
    Our first narrowboat cruise in the UK 
was held in 1987. About thirty canalers 
operated the hireboats as we toured the 
Cheshire Ring, a circuit that includes 
parts of  the Ashton, Peak Forest, Mac-

clesfield, Trent and Mersey, Bridgewater, and Rochdale canals in northwestern 
England. This marked the first time that 
most of us had operated locks, which 
was easy to learn.  
     In 1990 we again went to the UK, 
this time cruising on the Kennett & 
Avon Canal in England for a week. 
Then we moved to the Monmouthshire 
and Brecon Canal (Mon & Brec) in 
Wales. Here is our crew on our narrow-
boat.  
     In addition to canaling for two 
weeks, Bill McKelvey always included 
side trips to steam fairs, railroads, and historic sites, such as Stonehenge or a coal 
mine. At one of the steam fairs, we rode the Helter-Skelter (pictured at the top 
right on the next page), a ride that I had never seen in the U.S. One climbs up 
stairs to the top and slides down on a small rug.  
     The symbol of the British canals is the stone arch bridge, but occasionally we 
encountered a lift bridge that we operated with a special key from the waterways 
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authority (photo left).  
    Our 1991 study tour of New England 
waterways featured about a dozen boat 
rides on rivers, lakes, and, of course, 
canals. We also rode several trolleys 
and excursion trains. On July 4, as we 
were traveling along the Connecticut 
River in Hartford, fireworks rained 
down all around our bus. They came 
from a barge in the river. And our gang 
thought that we had arranged it!! 
     In 1991 we had a spectacular, sunny 
two weeks in Ireland. Since the hoof-

and-mouth disease had postponed the St. Patrickôs Day festivities in March, they 
were held during our stay, parade and fireworks right where we had docked.  
     The next yearôs study tour of Virginia canals and navigations allowed us the chance to ride on a bateau,            
a vessel built and used in the South. It is propelled by walking along the gun-
wales as you push against the bottom of the river with a long pole. See the         

photos to understand it better. The 
woman in the white dress is steering. 
     The 2003 tour to Scotland allowed 
us to cross the country coast-to-coast, 
on the newly reopened Forth and 
Clyde and Union canals. The high-
light is the Falkirk Wheel, pictured 
below. To learn how it operates, visit 
the link under the photo. 
   We have also led day trips along 
the Delaware Canal in Pennsylvania, 
a cruise on the Delaware River from 
Philadelphia to Burlington (which I 
would like to run again for the Canal 

Watch), and weekend 
trips to canals in New 
York State.  

   View of Philadelphia during our Delaware River cruise 

The Falkirk Wheel. See it in motion by clicking:  
www.scottishcanals.co.uk/falkirk-wheel/about-the-wheel/how

     If you have a suggestions for a day trip 
that the Canal Watch can run, please send 

an email to  
   barthlinda123@aol.com 


